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THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 


CODMAN & SHURTLEFF’S 


APPARATUSES FOR 


Atomization of Liquids for Inhalation, Local Anaesthesia, &c. 


{= By the Atomizer any medicated liquid may be converted into the finest spray. In this state it may be inhaled into the 
smallest air cells, thus opening a new era in the treatment of all diseases of the Throat and Lungs. 


THE COMPLETE STEAM ATOMIZER FOR INHALATION, ce. 
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The waste-cup, medicament-cup and lamp are held in their 
places in such a manner that they cannot fall out when the appa- 
ratus is carried or used over a bed or otherwise. 

All its joints are hard soldered. 

It cannot be injured by exhaustion of water, or any attain- 
able pressure of steam. 

It does not throw spirts of hot water to frighten and scald the 
patient. 

Is compact and portable, occupies space of one-sixth cubic 
foot only, can be carried from place to place without removing 
the atomizing tubes or the water, can be unpacked and repacked 
without loss of time. 

Will tender the best of service for many years, and is cheap in 
the best sense of the word. Price $6. 

Brass Parts, Nickel-Plated, additional, $2.50. 

Neatly made, strong, Black Walnut Box, with convenient 
handle, additional, £2.50. 


Fie. 5. SHURTLEFF’s ATOMIZING APPARATUS. 


CCOMAN & SHUATLEFF, 
BOSTON. 


Patesrep Marcu 24, 1S6s, 


For Inhalation, and, with suitable Tubes, for Local Anesthesia, 
and for making direct local applications of atomized liquids 
for a great variety of purposes. [See our Pamphlet. | 

The most desirable Hand Apparatus. 

Rubber warranted of very best quality. Valves imperishable. 
every one carefully fitted to its seat, and-work perfectly in all 
positions. . 

The Bulbs are adapted to all the Tubes made by us for Local 
Anesthesia in Surgical Operations, Teeth Extraction, and for 
Inhalation. Price $4.00. 

Each of the above Apparatuses ix supplied with two carefully 
made annealed glass Atomizing Tubes, and accompanied with 
directions for use. Every Steam Apparatus is tested with steam, 
at very high pressure. Each Apparatus is carefully packed for 
transportation, and warranted perfect. Also, 

Double-Bulb Atomizer, No. 5 (without Face Shield), with 

two Glass Tubes v 
THE Boston ATom1zER, with two glass atomizing tubes 
Tue TREMONT ATOMIZEL, With two glass atomizing tubes 
Glass Atomizing Tubes, to fit any of our Apparatus, war- 

ranted perfect, each 5 
NickeL Piatep Tuses, for Local Anesthesia and for In- 

PED. ocinninacstcenedonnscecamsneabine tant 75 to 2.00 
RHIGOLENE, for Local Anesthesia, best a, packed.... 1.00 
Nasa Doucune, for Treating Diseases of the Nasal Cavity, 

eight different varieties, each with two Nozzles, packed, 

wccnccccce cocccscoccccccoes Qh 3.00, 1.96, 268, 200 and 350 

N. B.—To save collection expenses, funds should be sent with 
the erder, either in form of draft, P. O. order, or registered 
letter. 

("For complete illustrated price list of Apparatus, Tubes, 
&c., see pamphlet. 


Will be sent by mail (post-paid) on application, 
A PAM PHLET 


Containing two articles, by distinguished foreign authority, on 
“Inhalation of Atomized Liquids,” with formule of those sue- 
cessfully employed. Also an article by Dr. J. L. W. Taunt 
cuum, M.R.C.P., on ‘A New Mode of Treating Diseases of the 
Nasal Cavity,” with his formule. Also an illustrated descrip- 
tion of the dest apparatus for the above purposes, and for pro- 
ducing Loca ANA&STHESIA by Atomization with Ether, by the 
method of Dr. Ricnarpson, of London; or with Rhigolene, asx 


described by Dr. HENry J. Biaxtow, in the Boston Medical and | 


Surgical Journal of — 19, 1866. 

All our Atomizing Apparatus are made with the utmost care, 
with a view to its complete efficiency, convenience and durabil- 
ity, and every one is warranted. A Gold Medal has lately been 
awarded us by the Middlesex Mechanics’ Association for Atom- 
izing and Surgical Instruments, ax will be seen by the following 
report, signed by a leading New England Surgeon and Physician: 

“1603, CopmMan & SuurtTvLerr, Bostom Mass, One case 
Surgical Instruments and Atomizers. 

* The Committee have no hesitation in awarding for this sw 
perb exhibition the highest premium. * * The various 
other instruments for Inhalation of Atomized Liquids, and for 
Local Anwsthesia, were all apparently faultless, both in design 
and workmanship. The exhibitors are regarded as more espe- 
cially deserving of the highest token of merit for having pro- 
duced nothing except of their own manufacture. Gold Medal. 

(Signed) GILMAN Kiwspa.ts, M. D., Chairman. 

Also by the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics’ Association 
—Exhibition of 1869—A Sinver Mepat, the highest medal 
awarded for Surgical Instruments. 


-, ALSO FOR SALE: 

tCammann’s Stethoscope’s, Disarticulating..............- 

*Knight’s Modification ....................-.. 
Brown's Universal ‘Tractors, each -.- 
Bigelow’s Polypus Forceps. 

- Needle. 

Tourniquet. 
Beach's Needle Forceps. 
Warren’s Uterine Diagnosticator. 
Simple Throat Mirrors ‘ 
Ophthalmoscopes, Leibreich’s.......... 2.2... -... 
Holt’s Dilator, improved 
Barnes's Dilator, set of three, with Inflator and Stopcocks, 5.00 
Large Ear Mirrors, Troltsches_.................-.-- 3.50 to 5.00 
SOOO UPON 65.055 =. 2-0 nnnecesuesenersn sd 3.00 to 14.00 
*Miller’s Intra-Uterine-Scarificator, in case (post-paid) ..-. 
Pinkham’s Improved Uterine Scarificator, in case 
Lente’s Intra-Uterine Caustic Instruments... .....- 1,25 to 
Sponge Tents, plain and carbolized, each. ..........-...- 
*Dr. Cutter’s Retroversion and other Pessaries 
French Rubber Urinals, with valves, male, for night or day, 

‘“ 268 ma male, day only. ............2.50 to 

“ ” female, “* 
Vaccine Virus, warranted, 10 quills 


Lymph fresh from the arm—instantaneous, certain and 
almost panes (post-paid). . 
Powder Syringes 


Mirrors in case 
*Dr. H. R. Storer’s Combined Speculum. ...........------ 
Gaiffe’s Electro-medical Apparatus 
; *Send for Descriptive Circular. 
——- for .Paracentesis Thoracis, approved by Dr. Bow- 
ditch and accompanied with directions kindly furnished by him. 


ee Instruments made to order, Sharpened. Polished and 
Repaired 


CODMAN & SHURTLEFF, 


Makers and Importers of Surgical and Dental Instruments, 


3 &15 TREMONT ST., 
BOSTON. . 


Our Atomizers and other Apparatus are for sale by BLISS & TORREY, Importers and Dealers in Surgical Instrumente 


&c., 26 MARKET §TREET. CHICAGO. 
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cians and others ordering Electric Disks, will 
find them perfectly reliable. This Disk is much 
more frequently used now for various chronic 
pains and local weaknesses, as the marked 1 
effects of these many small currents long applied, | 
become known. It is an easy and excellent thera- 
peutic. 

Made strong and flexible in (vo sizes, of six and | 
twelve elerments each, this disk is adapted to adult 
or child, to head, neck, body, or limb. The small 
size for children is also for forehead and temple, face or throat, 
&c. After three years’ experience by many who know, it is now 
acknowledged the best thing in this line ever made in the United 
states, England or Europe; and the cheapest. 

The new method of applying @ number of very small primary 
currents at a time, and for along time, by this disk, is interest- 
ing some of the most skilled in the profession. That it has pe- 
culiar powers to strengthen a part, to stop pain, and to quicken 
circulation, is now too well known to be questioned. It is one 
simple mode, that succeeds well in neuralgic and rheumatic 
pains, indurations, stiffness, &c. We are happy to send certifi- 
cates of physicians of hospitals and others, or price list, or 
answer inquiries 

Physicians in large practice find most frequent use for these 
disks, both sizes, and they speak very highly of them. “A disk 
or two is pretty sure to prove a source of more vitality to the 
feeble invalid, and a lasting help and comfort to the nervous 
sufferer.” 

When used according to directions for pain in the head or 
neck, for lame back, shoulder, thorax, or limb, for sciatica, lum- 
hago, weak spine, or local weakness in females, enlarged spleen, 
weak kidneys, or sluggish liver, it is a wonderful help often, and | 
frequently by itself is a complete remedy. 

Where druggists do not keep these disks, physicians often do, 
as it is a new therapeutic and many do not know of it. The 
invalid can get it also by mail pre-paid, on our receiving the price. 
Large Disk, $2.50. Small size, $1.50. Half dozen or dozen box 
vo by express, C.O. D. They are put up in dozens, with direc- | 
tions, at much lower rates, and keep perfectly any length of | 
time. Address, A. C. GARRATT, M. D., 9 Hamilton Place, | 
Boston, Mass. 

Sold in Chicago by H. N. Frety & Co., Futter & FuLuer, | 
Buss & Torrey, ©. Degennanvtr, Burnuam & Son, and | 
others; also in other cities. | 





Mercy HospirTat, 


Corner of Calumet Avenue and Twenty-Sirth St. 


ee | os 


\ Beautiful and Commodions Home for the Sick. 


EDWARD G. JA 


Common Wards, $ 7.00 per week. 
Private Rooms, 17.00 ** ” 
t® These Terms cover all expenses of Board, Lodging, | 
Nursing, and Medical and Surgical Treatment. 


§ Prof. N. 8. Davis, 


Physicians -- ) Prof. H. A. Jonnson. 


Surgeon .......- _....-Prof. Epmunp ANDREWs. 
Obstetrician... __.-- _...Prof. W. H. Byrorp. 
Ophthalmic Surgeon. . - . . Prof. SAMUEL J. Jones. | 


Surgeon of Dispensary - py ery J. S. SHERMAN. 
ysiots tangy § Prof. D. NELSON. 
Physicians of Dispens'y 7 Lyyan WARE, M.D. | 


ADDRESS, 
MERCY HOSPITAL, 
Corner Calumet Avenue and Twenty-Sixth Street, 
CHICAGO. 
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I Atnoateegatoe sevice en Ppellevue Hospital Medical College. 


CITY OF NEW YORK. 
SESSIONS OF 1872-73. 


THE COLLEGIATE YEAR in this Institution embraces a 
Preliminary Autumnal Term, the Regular Winter Session and a 


| Summer Session. 


THE PRELIMINARY AUTUMNAL TERM for 1872-73 will 
commence on Wednesday, September 18, 1872, and continue un- 
til the opening of the Regular Session. During this term, in- 
struction consisting of didactic lectures on special subjects, and 
daily clinical lectures, will be given, as heretofore, by the mem 
bers of the Faculty. Students designing to attend the Regular 
Session are strongly recommended to attend the Preliminary 
Term, butattendance during the latter is not required. During 
the Preliminary Term clinical and didactic lectures will be given 
in precisely the same number and order as inthe Regular Session 

(iE REGULAR SESSION will commence on Wednesday 
October 16th, 1872, and end about the Ist of March, 1873. 


FACULTY. 
ISAAU E. TAYLOR, M. D., Emeritus Professor of Obstetric« 
and. Diseases of Women and Children, and Pres’t of' the College. 
/ OD, M. D., LL. D., Emeritus Prof. of Surgery. 


| FORDYCE BARKER, M. D., Professor of Clinical Midwifery 


and Diseases of Women. 

AUSTIN FLINT, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Pra 
tice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

N, M. D., LL. D., Professor of Practice 

of Surgery with Operations and Clinical Surgery. 

LEWIS A. SAYRE, M. D., Prof. of Orthopedic Surgery ana 
Clinical Surgery. 


| ALEXANDER B. MOTT, M. D., Professor of Clinical ana 


Operative Surgery. 

W. H. VAN BUREN, M. D., Prof. of Principles of Surgerywith 
Diseases of the Genito-Urinary System and Clinical Sur ery. 
WM. 7. LUSK, M. D., Prof. of Obstetrics, Diseases of Women. 

Diseases of Infancy and Clinical Midwifery. 

WM. A. HAMMOND, M. D., Professor of ‘Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics, Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System anu 
Citnécal Medicine. 

AUSTIN FLINT, Jr., M.D., Prof. of Physiology and Physio- 
logical Andtomy, and Secretary of the Faculty. 


| ALPHEUS B. CROSBY, M. D., Prof. of General, Descriptir 


and Surgical Anatomy. 


| y 
| R. OGDEN DOREMUS, M. D., Professor of Chemistry and 


Toxicology. 
PROFESSORS OF SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS, ETC. 


HENRY D. NOYES, M., D., Surgeon to the Charity Hospita’, 


ete.; Po oar! of Ophthalmology. 

EDWARD L. KEYES, M. D., Surgeon to the Charity Hospital. 
étc; Professor of Dermatology, and Assistant to the Chair o, 
Principles of mrt! , ete, : 

NEWAY, M. D., Physician to Bellevue Hos- 
pital, etc.; Professor of Pathological and Practical Anatomy 
(Demonstrator.) i 
A distinctive feature of the method of instruction in this Col 
lege is the union of clinical and didactic teaching. All the lec- 
tures are given within the Hospital grounds. During the Regula.: 

Winter Session, in addition to four didactic lectures on ever) 


| week-day, except Saturday, two or three hours are daily allotte.: 


to clinical instruction. The union of clinical and didactic teach 
ing will also be carried out in the Summer Session, nearly all of 
the teachers in this Faculty being a reg and surgeons to the 
_— Hospital and the great Charity Hospital on Blackwell - 
sland. 
The Summer Session will consist of two Recitation Terms: 
the first from March 17th to July 1st, and the second, from Sep- 
tember Ist to the opening of the Regular Session. During th:.~ 
Session there will be daily recitations in all the department-. 
held by a corps of examiners appointed by the Regular Faculty . 


| Regular clinics will also be held daily. 


FEES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION. 


Fees for Tickets to all the Lectures during the Prelimi- 


—_ an lar Term, including Clinical Lectures. $140 0) 
SE Babe onnsuchie cadeatiegepusiéndcdibussie 5 ou» 


Demonstrator’s Ticket (including material for dissection) 10 0) 
GreGEAER BOO. 52.0... 2 cen ncsecevcccccessswecb dodanes 


FEES FOR THE SUMMER SESSION. 


Matriculation (Ticket good for the following Winter)... $5 (wu 
Recitations and Clinics 


For the Annual Circular and Catalogue, givi ma 
for graduation and other information, Brae Tine regulation , 


the College, Prof. Austin FLint, Jr., Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College. 





Chicago Medical College. 


The regular Annual Lecture Term in this Institution will com- 


mence on the first Monday in October, and continue until the | 
Clinical Lectures daily | 


second Tuesday in March following. 
throughout the term. 
FACULTY : 


S. DAVIS, Presipent or Facutry, 


Professor of Principles and Practice of Medicine and of | 
Clinical Medicine. 


W. H. BYFORD, M.D., Treas. or Facurry, / 
E. O. F. ROLER, M.D., Y 
Professors of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and | 
Children. 
EDMUND ANDREWS, M.D., Sec’y or Facunry, 


Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery and of 
Military and Clinical Surgery. 


H. A. JOHNSON, M.D., 
Professor of Diseases of Respiratory and Circulatory 
Organs. 
H. P. MERRIMAN, M.D., 
Professor of Organic Chemistry and Toxicology. 
RALPH N. ISHAM, M.D., 
Professor of Surgical Anatomy and Operations of 
Surgery. 
J. H. HOLLISTER, M.D., 


Pryfessor of General Pathology and Pathological Ana- 
tomy. 


8. JEWELL, M.D., 

Professor of Psychological Medicine. 
THOMAS BEVAN, M.D., 

Professor of Hygiene. 
R. J. PATTERSON, M.D., 

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
DANIEL T. NELSON, M.D., 

Professor of Physiology and Histology. 
WM. E. QUINE, M.D., 

Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
N. GRAY BARTLETT, Pu. D., 
Professor of Inorganic Chemistry. 
BOYD, M.D., 
Professor of Descriptive Anatomy. 
SAMUEL J. JONES, A.M., M.D., 

Professor of Opthalmology and Otology. 
JULIAN 8S. SHERMAN, M.D., 


Lecturer on Orthopedic Samney and Assistant to Pro- 
fessor of Principles and Practice of Surgery. 


THOMAS 8. BOND, M.D., 


Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
’ FEES: 


For the Winter Term, admitting to all the Lectures 
in the College $50 

Graduation Fee 

SE WUD. o.40 venncccvcdacssunsceshoseaces f 

lene THM 2. 2.2. cncccccccccccesccesocscase 5 

Hospital Tickets $3 00 to 6 00 


aN. 


H. W. 


The Summer Reading and Clinical Term commences on the 
first Monday in April, and continues until the first Monday in 
July, and is free to all matriculated students of the College. 


Boarding, $3.50 to $4.50 per week. For further information, | 


address 


E. ANDREWS, M.D., See’y of the Faculty. 
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fowa Stare Univeasin 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 
IOWA CITY, IOWA. 


vo 


SESSION OF 1872-73. 


PRELIMINARY TERM will commence October 9th, 
and continue until the opening of the regular term, 


THE REGULAR Session will commence October 
| 23d, 1872, and continue until the first Wednesday of 
March, 1875. 


FACULTY. 
GEORGE THACHER, D.D., President. 


| 
| Hon. J. F. DILLON, M.D., LL.D, Davenport (United 


States Circuit Court), Professor of Medical .Juris- 
| prudence. 


| GUST. HINRICH, A.M., M.D., Iowa; City, Profes- 
| sor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 


|W. F. PECK, M.D., Davenport, Professor of Surgery, 
Dean of Faer K aculty. 

P. J. FARNSWORTH, A.M., M.D., Clinton, Pro- 

| sig of Materia Medica, Secretary. 


|W. S. ROBERTSON, A.M., M.D., Muscatine, Pro- 
| fessor of Theory and Practice of Medicine. 


J. C. SHRADER, M.D., lowa-City, Professor of 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 


W. D. MIDDLETON, M.D., Davenport, Professor 
of Physiology and,Microscopic Anatomy. 

F. CLAPP, M.D., Washington, Professor of 
Anatomy. 


H. HAZEN, A.M., M.D., 
on Diseases of Eye and Ear. 


MARK RANNEY, A.M., M.D., 
Lecturer on Insanity. 

JOHN NORTH, M.D., Iowa City, Demonstrator of 
Anatomy. 

R. W. PRYCE, M.D., Iowa City, Prosector of Sur- 
gery. 


E. 
E. Davenport, Lecturer 


Mount Pleasant, 


A Course of Lectures to be given in Dentistry. 


FEBS (to cover Incidental Expenses), $20.00 ; 


Matricalation Ticket, $5.00;  Demonstrator’s Ticket, $5.00; 
Graduation Fee, $25.00. 


For Annual Circular, or further information, 


| address, 
P, J. FARNSWORTH, M.D., Secretary, 


Ciinton, Iowa, 
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Original Communications. 


CASE OF DESTRUCTION OF THE KID- 
NEY BY SUPPURATION. 
BY A, FISHER, M.D., CHICAGO, ILL. 

On the 13th of April, 1872, I was called to 
see Mr. P., aged 47 years; temperament ner- 
vous and sanguine. I had been his physi- 
cian for the past 16 years. During that time 
he had frequent attacks of pain in the left 
kidney, with difficulty in urinating. About 
ten or eleven years ago he had acute inflam- 
mation of the left kidney, and was very sick 
for three or four weeks, but finally recovered 
and seemed in good health, with the excep- 
tion of pain in the side in the region of the 
left kidney, with pain and difficulty in void- 
ing his urine, which always caused him more 
or less trouble. For the last year or two he 
was up late nights, and drank a good deal of 
wine and ale, but not to intoxication; his 
general health was usually good, up to the 
time I was called to attend him, April 13th. 
He then said that he was well, but was get- 
ting too corpulent, and had his old difficulty 
His respirations were 30 in a 
minute, short and difficult; pulse 100, and 
weak; tongue coated and slimy; bowels nor- 
mal; skin moist, and clammy; urine small in 
quantity, and loaded with pus (it reddens 
litmus paper, and he passes it with difficulty. 
Tests with heat and nitric acid show no signs 
of albumen); bowels quite full, pressing up 
the diaphragm, impeding respiration. By 
manipulating the abdomen, the boundaries of 
a tumor could be distinctly traced, commenc- 
ing under the ribs on the left side, about two 
inches from the median line, and encircling 
round to the superior spinous process of the 
left ilium. In every part of this enlargement 
or tumor, perctission elicited a dull sound, 
whether lying on his back or either side, 
whilst there was a resonant sound in every 
other part of the abdomen. He complained 
of slight tenderness on pressure over the 
tumor, more especially near the location of 
the left kidney. The center of the tumor 
Was rather more yieldittg or softer than its 
edges, but it was so dense that fluctuation 
could not be detected. 


of urinating. 





Preseribed an emulsion of carb. ammonia 
and quinine, with diuretics, and painted the tu- 
mor with iodine. A sintilar course was continu- 
ed until April 2lst, with no improvement, 
the patient gradually growing weaker. At 
that time, Prof. N. 8. Davis saw him with 
me. He examined the patient carefully, and 
concluded that he had some kind of a tumor 
which might eventually suppurate, and 
thought it a doubtful if not a hopeless case. 
He recommended a continuation of the treat- 
ment, with some’ slight alterations, which 
was followed until the 26th, when respiration 
became very difficult from pressure on the 
diaphragm, pulse frequent and weak, with 
subsultus and delirium. I then determined 
to explore and ascertain whether there was 
pus in the tumor, and if so, let it out. In 
the presence of Dr. N. 8. Barnes, who assist- 
ed me, I introduced an exploring needle an 
inch and ahalf deep, about four inches to the 
left, and a little above the umbilicus, and 
obtained pus. We then made a longitudinal 
opening, and Jet out four quarts of a very 
fetid pus of a watery character, containing 
flocculent particles, such as we find in scrof- 
ulous abscesses. After the operation the 
patient was very low and feeble; but by giv- 
ing tonics and stimulants freely he began to 
rally, and in 24 hours was much better. 
Three or four days after the abscess was 
opened, the same kind of pus passed the 
bowels with the feces, and at the same time 
fecal matter was discovered in the pus which 
came from the abscess, showing a connection 
between the colon and abscess. Notwith- 
standing this complication he continued to 
improve. The fullness of the abdomen sub- 
sided; respiration was normal; pulse slower 
and more full; and he took tonics, wine, and 
nourishment freely for four weeks or until 
June the “4th, when irritative fever com- 
menced, with chills; respiration short and 
labored; pulse frequent and weak; tongue 
dry and red; with very little discharge of 
pus either from the opening or bowels. The 
same difficulty of urinating continued all the 
time during his sickness. At times during 
the day his urine appeared normal, and per- 
haps in two or three hours it would be load- 
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was destroyed by ulceration; and I gave an 
opinion to that effect to his wife, two wecks 
or more before his death, saying that if I was 
correct, the right kidney would perform the 
functions of both, and he might possibly re- 
cover so far as to be comfortable. From the 
4th he sank rapidly, and died on the morn- 
ing of June 7th. 


Post-mortem examination was made eight 
hours after death by Dr. N.S. Barnes and 
myself. On examining for the left kidney, 
we found it entirely destroyed by ulceration, 
nothing remaining of it but the thickened 
coats, with the descending colon imbedded in 
them and the surrounding adipose tissue. In 
the sac or investing membranes we found 
about a pint of the same kind of pus which 
we the abscess with traces of 


drew from 


feces which passed from the colon through 


an opening made by ulceration between it 
and the cavity of the abscess. Adhesions 
were formed between the sac and peritoneal 
membrane, for an inch or more around the 
opening made into the abscess to evacuate 
the pus. After the pus off 
(4 quarts or more), the walls of the abscess, 
of course, receded, and the adhesions were 
elongated two inches or more, preventing the 
pus or feces from entering the peritoneal cav- 
ity, stdl leaving a communication between 
the abscess and the external opening as well 
as with the colon and abscess. The ulcera- 
tion also extended up the crura of the dia- 
phragm into the cavity of the thorax, caus- 
ing collapse of the left lung by the admission 
of air from the external opening. We found 
there nearly a pint of pus of the same char- 
acter. The lungs were normal, but in the 
pericardium there were five or six ounces of 
serum. The right kidney was enlarged, but 
otherwise appeared perfectly healthy. The 
coats of the bladder were thickened and con- 
tracted. The spleen, being involved in the 
abscess, could not be found. The peritoneal 
membrane and intestines were normal, with 
the exception of that portion of the descend- 
ing colon that passes over the left kidney. 


was drawn 





size. 

The history of this case shows that suppu- 
ration of one kidney may be so chronic and 
insidious in its progress that the ordinary 
symptoms which characterize an abscess of 
that organ may be entirely wanting. I be- 
lieve that we may date the commencement of 
the suppuration, at the time or soon after the 
attack of acute inflammation, ten or eleven 
years ago; that when the acute inflammation 
subsided, it left the disease in a chronic form, 
which gradually terminated in suppuration, 
For, shortly after and since that 
time, he passed more or less pus from the 


ever 


bladder, and had pain and tenderness in the 
location of that kidney. It also proves that 
a person can live with one sound kidney; for 
after we opened the abscess he improved 
steadily until it opened into the thoracic cay- 
ity, thereby causing collapse of the left lung 
by the passage of air into the thoracic cay- 
ity from the external opening. After that 
occurrence he sank rapidly, and died in two 
or three days. 

CASE OF CYSTIC DEGENERATION OF THE 

KIDNEY, 

About twenty years ago I attended a lady 
in Akron, Ohio, for disease of the left kidney. 
The case is peculiar, from the fact that two 
or three times in the twenty-four hours her 
urine was loaded with albumen, whilst at 
other times the same day it was normal. 
After carefully watching the progress of the 
case for a while, I diagnosed it Bright’s dis- 
ease, or some other organic lesion of the left 
kidney, with a normal condition of the other, 
performing the functions of both, At the 
end of two or three months, no albumen 
could be detected, and her urine was normal. 
She finally, recovered, and enjoyed good 
health for four or five years, when she was 
suddenly taken with acute peritoneal inflam- 
mation, and died in four or five days. Post- 
mortem examination revealed the usual ap- 
pearance of death from peritonitis. There 
was a pint or more Of pus in the peritoneal 
cavity, with intestinal adhesions, etc. The 
investing membranes of the left kidney were 
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normal in size and appearance, but were fill- 
ed with serum, with no vestige of the kidney 
remaining. The right kidney was much en- 
larged, but otherwise healthy. 

I relate this case to prove that a person 
can live and enjoy tolerable health for a long 
time with one- healthy kidney; and my 


knowledge of the fact assisted me in diag- 
nosing the case of Mr. P. 


++ + 


A CASE OF POISONING BY PRUSSIC 
ACID. 


BY H! WARDNER, M.D., CAIRO, ILL. 


On the 25th of May, 1865, I was called to 
see a Mrs. G , who was said to have been 
found alone in her house, “ dying in a fit.” I 
first saw her about 8:30, p. m. She was lying 
on her back upon a pallet on the floor, breath- 
ing with difficulty and great labor, and yet 
with a good deal of regularity; the effort at 
expiration was more difficult and labored 
than that of inspiration. There was some 
frothing at the mouth; the face was flushed, 
and the veins about the neck and head great- 
ly distended with blood; the eyes were wide 
open and glaring, the eyelids fixed, the eye- 
balls were seen to have an oscillating motion, 
the pupils were about the natural size; the 
extremities were cold; the pulse was very 
feeble and much slower than natural ; there 
was entire loss of sensation. 

Poison was at once suspected, but no trace 
of anything indicating its use could be found 
about the premises. She was previously a 
healthy woman, and had never been subject 
to apoplectic, cataleptic, or epileptic symp- 
There was no smell of any drug in the 
breath of the patient. A stomach pump was 
obtained, but found to be unserviceable. The 
patient being too far gone to qe affected by 
emetics, and not being able to ascertain the 
cause of her condition, it was determined to 
treat the case as the symptoms seemed to in- 
dicate. 

The treatment consisted first of pouring ice 
cold water from a height of two or three feet 
tipon her head during fifteen or twenty -min- 
utes. As this was being done, her breathing 


toms. 





gradually became easier. Second, The medi- 
an vein of the left arm was freely opened, 
and the blood flowed in a small slow stream, 
to the amount of four ounces. Third, The 
head was then surrounded with ice, and hot 
mustard applications made to the feet and 
legs, while she inhaled the vapor of ammonia. 
During the flowing of the blood from the arm 
some convulsions occurred, which lasted only 
five minutes. The breathing then became 
natural. After an interval of ten minutes 
there was a recurrence of convulsions, but 
less severe than the first, after which no more 
occurred. With my mouth close to her ear 
I called her name in a loud tone of voice, 
when she gave evidence of hearing and of re- 
turning sensation. About half past ten 
o’clock she could respond to the calling of her 
name, when I left her. 

The next morning when I called to see her, 
she was able to come to the door, but seemed 
averse to conversation. I prescribed a cathar- 
tic. 

Three days afterwards I found her suffering 
severely with hemorrhoids, to which she had 
been subject. That evening I was notified to 
see her at a certain hour, when I would be 
put in possession of some important facts in 
the case. At the appointed time, after due 
cautions, admonitions, and threats, about the 
secret being kept, she went on to state: 

“T have attempted to take my own life and 
you have prevented me. I have been in much 
domestic trouble. I am a forsaken wife; I 
have nothing to live for and no desire to live. 
I took prussic acid; I got it at a certain drug 
store, telling them I wanted it to use in pre- 
serving the skins of birds for stuffing. The 
druggist told me one drop would be sure 
death; it was an ounce vial full; it hada 
glass stopper which was sealed in the vial. 
I sent my sister out on an errand, thinking 
she would be gone until I was dead. I then 
took an iron wedge, a stout cord, and the vial 
of poison, and went to the privy; I tied onc 
end of the cord around the wedge and the 
other around the neck of the vial; I then 
drew the stopper and threw it into the vault, 
then lowered the iron wedge through the 
hole in the seat. I then swallowed the con- 
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tents s of the vial and nh it where it was 

carried with the wedge to the bottom of the 
vault, so that nothing remained to indicate 
what I had done. I expected to drop down 
dead at once; I sat down on the seat a mo- 
ment, and as I did not feel the poison, got up 
and came into the house. As T entered the 
back door I staggered, but 
reaching the parlor; when I felt my head go 
round, That is all I remember until the next | 
day. I took all there was in the vial.” 

This patient was not long in regaining her 
usual health, and husband; but on account 
of subsequent estrangement, she was 
successful in a second attempt “ to shuffle off} 
this mortal coil,” which terminated her life 
and sorrows, about a year after the first trial. 


succeeded in | 


more 


Supposing the acid used to have been the 
U.S. preparation, it would have contained 
two per cent. of the 
amount equal to the destruction of more than 


anhydrous acid, an 


one human life. The case was one of con- 
siderable interest to 
large quantity of the poison taken, and the | 


me on account of the 


result of the treatment (which was not exact- 


ly according to the books), as well as the | 


sang-froid with which she went about the 
As this 
agent are not very frequent, I send the above 


business, cases of poisoning by 
statement, thinking it may be of interest to 
some of your many readers. 


Clinieal Reports, 
REPOR TS OF CASES 
THE MEDICAL WARDS OF MERCY 
HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL IN 


SERVICE OF 


Case I. 
sume Patient.— This patient is a 
man, formerly a volunteer soldier, aged about 
30 years; he was brought into the hospital 
about five weeks since. He claimed to have 
been sick only four or five weeks previous to 
his admission. At that date his countenance 
was pale and expressive of anxiety; his ex- 


PROF, N.S. DAVIS, 


Cirrhosis and Albumina in the 
laboring 


tremities cool and a little livid; pulse small, | 


weak, and quick; respiration short and hur- 


ried; mouth and tongue moist; bowels quiet; 


urine e scanty and high colored; and some dull 
pain in the back and loins. The feet, legs, 
and all the dependent parts of the body, 
were swollen from dropsical or serous infiltra- 
tion into the subcutaneous areolar tissues, 





The peritoneal cavity was also so largely dis- 
| tended with serous effusion as to press on the 
‘diaphragm and much impede _ respiration. 
‘His abdomen showed ‘marks of two recent 
‘tappings, and he stated that he had been 

tapped three times in as many weeks, the last 
time only three days before he was brought 
to the hospital. 

"bhe general prostration of the patient, the 
feebleness of circulation, the extent of the 
dropsical effusions, and the rapidity of the 
filling up of the peritoneal cavity after the 
| tappings, appeared to indicate an unfavora- 
‘ble result. So far as cduld be learned, the 
isymptoms had supervened gradually without 
‘any indications of peritonitis or other acute 
inflammation. The urine, tested by heat and 
/nitric acid, showed a large coagulation of al- 
-bumen, which would explain the general ana- 
sarea, but not the rapid accumulation in the 
This latter plainly indi- 
jcated some local obstruction to the portal 
The results of careful percussion 


abdominal cavity. 


‘circulation. 
and palpation were such as to make it proba- 
| ble that the liver was’ smaller than natural, 
‘or cirrhased, 

The co-existence of albuminuria and cir- 
rhosis in the same patient is not of frequent 
| occurrence, yet it is quite evident that we 
have both in the case before us. The present 
indications for treatment were, to counteract 
the increase of dropsical effusions by increas- 
ing the action of the skin and kidneys, and 
to sustain the strength and nutrition of the 
| patie nt. For these purposes he was directed 
| the two ge prescriptions: 
i Tine. Digitalis, ; 
Fl. Ext. Lactuea, 
Syrup. Prums Virg., 
Iodide Potass., 
. Take one teaspoonful every 
Spts. } Nit. Dule., 
Tine. Ferri Chlod., 

Mix. Take one teaspoonful every six hours, 
alternating it with the other medicine. 





+t: 


Yon Oton 
-- 


R 












‘S. 





293 





He was directed milk, beef tea, and othet| pulse natural; skin rather cool; appetite and 


easily digested food, but no stimulating! digestion moderate ; bowels nearly regular 
drinks. As the lower extremities and scro-| once a day; and urine also nearly natural in 


tum, as well as the cavity of the abdomen, | quantity. 


But the patient has only partial 


were already tense with the dropsical effusion | control over the passage of either urine or 
a free incision was made into each ankle to| feces, and can exert only a very limited: mo- 
allow the serous fluid to escape. Under this|tor influence over the lower extremities; 
treatment the general anasarca was almost | merely being able to draw up the feet a little 
entirely relieved; the extremities became|and extend them again, when lying down, 
warmer and better color; the pulse more full | The lower extremities are also extremely ema- 
and less frequent, and his appetite and diges-| ciated and nearly destitute of sensibility, yet 
tion good. Still the effusion into the perito-| subject to frequent spasmodic twitchings. 


heal cavity slowly increased, and three weeks 


At the time the patient was first admitted 


after his admission he became so distressed | to the hospital, all the parts below the crest 
from. interference with respiration that he|of the ilium and the junction of the lumbar 
was tapped and about four gallons of fluid of| vertebra with the sacrum, were completely 


a milky white color drawn from the abdomi- 
nal cavity. After the removal of the fluid, a 
careful examination of the right hypochon- 
drium confirmed the evidences of atrophy or 
cirrhosis of the liver. 

The same internal treatment was continu- 
ed as before stated, and the patient has con- 
tinued to improve slowly in his general health 
and nutrition, but the ascites has returned to 
such an extent that now, only two weeks af- 
ter the previous tapping, the abdomen is seen 
largely distended, tense, and fluctuating on 
percussion, The respiration is again embar- 
rassed, and the patient urgently desired to 
have the tapping repeated. This was done by 
the professor in the presence of the class, and 
between three and four gallons of water, or 
whitish serum, drawn off. It was explained 
that the tapping was a measure of tempora- 
ry relief only, and that if the diagnosis in 
reference to the existence of albuminuria and 
cirrhosis was correct, the prognosis must be 
positively unfavorable. The tonics, diuretics, 
diaphoretics, and nourishment, with occasion- 
al tapping, might render the patient more 
comfortable and somewhat prolong life, but 
could not remove the pathological changes in 
the kidneys and liver. 

Cask Il. Paraplegia.— This patient is a 
man about 40 years of age; native of Ire- 
land; and has been in the hospital two or 
three months. He is thin in flesh; pale or 
anemic; his eyelids affected with chronic in- 


paralyzed, both in regard to sensation and 
motion. The feces and urine passed without 
the knowledge or control of the patient, and 
the lower extremities were entirely motion- 
less and anesthetic. 

He is a man who has long been addicted to 
the use of intoxicating drinks, and had been 
under treatment by some physician for the 
chronic affection of his eyelids some time be- 
fore he was attacked with the paraplegia. It” 
was remarked by the lecturer that this case 
was undoubtedly.one arising primarily from 
morbid nutrition of the lower third of the 
spinal cord. This class of patients keep up 
the use of such drinks as interfere with the 
natural metamorphose of tissue and excre- 
tion, especially of the waste carbonaceous 
matter, and thereby encourage fatty degene- 
rations of structure in various parts of the 
body.* In most cases these structural altera- 
tions take place most prominently in the liver 
and kidneys, as in Case I, just described; but 
in others the change appears to affect the 
coats of the vessels in the brain and spinal 
cord, weakening them by the deposit of fat 
granules, until in the brain they yield to the 
pressure of the contained blood permitting 
extravasation and apoplexy, or hemiplegia. 
The same process in the spinal cord would 
result in the production of various morbid 
sensations and weakness of the lower extrem- 
ities, and when the extravasation takes place, 
more or less complete paraplegia. The prog- 





flammation ; tongue clean; respiration and 





nosis in such cases was stated to be decidedly 
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unfavorable. Under the influence of proper 
nourishment, good air, and the judicious use 
of tonics (not exhilarants), they will often 
slowly improve, until, as in this case, they 
regain some sensibility and a very limited 
power of motion in the paralyzed parts. At 
that point the improvement usually ceases, 
and the patients remain apparently almost 
stationary for weeks and months; but in truth 
the nervous centers involved are undergoing 
atrophy, or softening from defective nutri- 
tion, and eventually the patients die from as- 
thenia. 

This patient has been taking a combination 
of citrate of iron, quinine, and extract of nux 
vomica during most of the time that he has 
been in the hospital. When the spasmocic 
twitchings have been troublesome and his 
nights restless, he has had from 15 to 20 grs. 
of either bromide of potass. or of hydrate of 
chloral at bedtime. His diet has been plain 
and nutritious; and constant attention given 
to cleanliness and proper ventilation. Close 
attention to the hygienic management of such 
patients is of the highest importance; other- 
“wise their imperfect control over their evacu- 
ations will keep the bed foul, the air of the 
room impure, and speedily induce large and 
tormenting sloughs or bedsores on the hips 
and sacrum, and materially hasten the final 
exhaustion of the patient. 











Society Reports. 





CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The fifth annual meeting of this association 
opened in Montreal, on Wednesday, the 11th 
of September, in the building of the Natural 
History Society. The attendance of mem- 
bers from the Province of Quebee was fair, 
but the other Provinces of the Dominion 
were sparingly represented. 

A letter was read from the President of the 
association, (Dr. Sewell, of Quebec, ) stating 
that up to the last moment he was in hopes 
of getting away, but that the critical condi- 
tion of one of his patients made it impossi- 
ble for him to leave. 


Dr. C. C. Hamilton, Vice-President for No- 








va Scotia, was called upon to preside, and 
Dr. MeNab, from New Hampshire, was re- 
quested to take a seat upon the platform. 

The first order of business was the Presi- 
dent’s address, which was read by Dr. Mars- 
den, of Quebec, an able and interesting essay 
which was ordered to be printed in the tran- 
sactions of the society. 

A considerable portion of the time of the 
association was taken up in the discussion of 
the proposed Medical Bill, the object of which 
was to render the system of medival educa- 
tion, medical examinations, and registrations 
uniform throughout all the Provinces of the 
Dominion. The editors of the Canada Med- 
ical Record, in commenting on the proceed- 
ings of the society, give the following resume 
of the discussion : 

When the time for the consideration of the 
Bill came round, an attempt was made to at 
once abandon the Bill, and thus prevent the 
time of the association being occupied by its 
discussion. At Ottawa a large representa- 
tion from the Province of Ontario fully ex- 
pressed themselves upon the Bill ; for instance 
striking out the Branch Councils and substi 
tuting one large Central Examining Board. 
At Quebec, owing to the amendments which 
had been made at Ottawa not having been 
translated into French and embodied in the 
Bill, its discussion was postponed till the pre- 
sent meeting in Montreal, so that, to say the 
very least, the association was bound, in all 
fairness to those gentlemen who had labored 
so arduously upon the Bill Committee, to give 
time for an expression of opinion by the 
members in the Province of Quebec. 

The resolution to abandon the Bill was lost, 
and the meeting at once entered upon its dis- 
cussion. The French speaking members of 
the association freely stated their opinion, 
which was that, while approving of much in 
the Bill, they were opposed to handing over 
medical legislation to the Federal Govern- 
ment. A resolution to that effect was pro- 
posed by Dr: Rottot, an influential represent- 
ative of our French Canadian brethren, and 
although it was lost by a small majority, still 
the expression of opinion was so universal 
and decided, that when the association met 
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man of the Committee who had charge of the 
Bill, asked leave to withdraw it. To this the 
association would not consent, but, by unani- 
mous agreement, its discussion was postponed 
for two years, the Bill still remaining in the 
hands of the same Committee. 

While we regret that the result is as stated, 
we cannot express surprise, for all must have 
seen that, with the French element opposed 
to the Bill, it was an impossibility to carry it 
through the Parliament of the Province of 
Quebec. This being the case, its abandon- 
ment, for the present at all events, was a ne- 
cessity ; still it would have been a great pity 
to have been forced to do so, without having 
given an opportunity to that section of our 
medical population who, up to the present 
meeting, have had no fair means of thorough- 
ly understanding the proposed Act. The dis- 
cussion was conducted with the best of taste 
and with the utmost good feeling, and we 
trust that, though the French and English 
members of the profession differ at the pres- 
ent moment, upon this subject, the time is 
coming when such will not be the case—when 
the entire profession of the Province will 
unite hand in hand, and press the measure to 
a successful termination. Our own opinion is 
that it only requires time to convince all of 
the desirability of a Dominion Act. The uni- 
versality of medicine shows that those who 
practice it should not be confined by Provin- 
cial boundaries. The barriers which now sur- 
round each Province can only be removed by 
mutual concessions, and, in breaking these 
own, we hope the Province of Quebec will 
eventually take a prominent part. The object 
to be obtained —the right of all Canadian 
graduates to practice from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific —is one well worth sacrificing mi- 
nor details for; that all will see this before 
long we feel convinced. 


No inconsiderable portion of the meeting 
was, however, occupied by purely scientific 
papers and discussion, which gave to the pre- 
sent gathering an interest and a character 
which none of the preceding conventions have 


possessed. In this respect, several members 
of the profession in Montreal set a good ex- 





ample in having papers prepared, which we 
have reason to believe will bear good fruit 
next year. The last session of the associa- 
tion, held on the Friday afternoon, is admit- 
ted to have been exceedingly interesting, in 
a professional point of view, and its action in 
requesting addresses upon certain subjects at 
the next meeting from prominent members of 
the profession—in this respect following the 
plan of the British Medical Association—will 
cause all to Jook forward with much pleasure 
to the Sixth Annual Convention, which takes 
place at St. John, New Brunswick, on the 
first Wednesday in August. Altogether, we 
consider that the association has taken a new 
lease of life, and that the plans proposed, to 
give interest and eclat to its future meetings 
are such as must succeed, and we now call 
upon the profession to give it their cordial 
support. 


CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


After the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting, Dr. Millard, the essayist, 
being called, presented a paper on Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. Briefly reviewing the litera- 
ture on the subject, the author called atten- 
tion to the importance of recognizing the 
condition of the system which preceded the 
development of active morbid phenomena; 
and then, alluding to the various views that 
have been in vogue from time to time con- 
cerning the intimate nature of the primary 
deviation from health which occasioned or 
constituted the diathesis, he revived the idea 
that pulmonary consumption was intimately 
connected with, or dependent upon, a too 
apid oxidation of the tissues. This was the 
central idea of the paper; and the greater 
part of its volume was formed by arguments 
adduced in its support. The author did not 
attempt to go further back, and explain the 
cause of the absorption of an undue quantity 
of oxygen; or the condition of system which 
preceded this manifestation. In his remarks 
on treatment, which were very brief, cod livery 
oil and iron were highly spoken of, but no 
allusion was made to such agents or measures 
as might be useful in diminishing the supply 
of the pernicious gas. 
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In the discussion that ensued, Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, after alluding to the mortality of the) 
disease, and to the observations of Prof. E. 
Andrews concerning the extent of its pre- 
valence compared with other constitutional | 
disorders, said that he had never regarded a 
narrow chest, or a chest encroached upon by 
tumors or spinal curvature, as rendering the | > 
individual peculiarly exempt from tubercu- 
losis. He had yet to learn that a moist at- 
mosphere, in which the proportion of oxygen 
was diminished, or imperfect ventilation, re- 
tarded the progress of the disorder. He had, 
on the contrary, been in the habit of advising 
consumptives to practice forcible inspirations; 
-to exercise in such a manner as would promote 
expansion of the chest; to secure good venti- 
lation; and to remove to parts in which the 
air was dry, and anything but deficient in 
oxygen. He thought tuberculosis had sev- 
eral modes of origin. The child of consump- 
tive parents is peculiarly susceptible to the 
action of .disturbing influences; there is in 
it an abnormal irritability of tissue which 
render it peculiarly alive to the action of the 
most trifling stimuli, natural as well as arti- 
ficial. The circulation child 
excited; its pulse quick and frequent; 
temperature unnaturally and it 
acutely alive to atmospheric vicissitudes. 
Such individuals are necessarily prone to 
disease; and especially that of an inflammatory 
nature; and the inflammation is characterized 
by the abnormal multiplication of young or 
imperfectly formed cells. In such organisms, 
normal stimuli call forth exaggerated or per- 
verted action; and the natural consequence 
is perverted nutrition. The tissues are mor- 
bidly impressed by the elements of the blood 
proper for their repair, and imperfectly assim- 
ilate them; while elements of a lower grade 
of vitality or of a less stimulant quality may 
be appropriated. Imperfect disintegration of 
tissues would result in essentially the same con- 
dition: particles imperfectly organized would 
be retained as constituents of living tissues, 
which in a condition of perfect health are fur- 
ther charged and excreted. Again, consump- 
tion not unfreqently occurs in individuals 
who have not inherited any tendency to it. 
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Tue Nats in DiaGnosis oF PaRaysis.— 
Dr. S. Wier Mitchell, Philadelphia Medical 
Times, says that in cerebral palsies, whether 
| from clot or embolus, there is an entire cess- 
ation of nail growth on the palsied side. 
Usually, when they begin to grow again, it 
lis a sign that the power of movement will 
also improve in a few days. The rate of 
growth slowly increases, but it generally re- 
quires four or five months for such nails to 
produce an entire length from matrix to free 
edge. To study the change, I stain the nails 
of both sides with nitrate of silver or nitric 
acid. Staining is’ not, however, essential, 
except for comparison, because the line of 
arrested growth is marked by a deep groove, 
which for months may be seen as it passes 


| down the nail, so that when accustomed to 


the rate of growths, the place of this furrow 
will enable an observer to guess pretty well 
at the date of the attack of paralysis. The 
palsy need not be complete to cause this ar- 
rest. It is found in cases involving either 
cerebral-motor palsy or sensori-motor paraly- 
sis, but, as yet, I pA not know whether or 
not in the rare cases of pure sensorial palsies 
of cerebral origin it also exists, nor as 


yet have I any experience which enables 
me to say whether or not, in sudden spinal 


palsies, there is complete cessation of nail 
growth. 

It seems to me possible that the nail 
growth may not be altered in the same de- 
gree by lesions of the cerebrum, cerebellum, 
pons, and corpus striatum; and 'T have some 
observations which appear to point hopefully 
to these facts of nail growth as a future 
means of aiding us to tell what parts of the 
brain have been attacked. Very recently 
one distinct, and, as I believe, most valuable 
practical contribution to diagnosis has come 
out of my observations. It is briefly this: In 
all sudden cerebral palsies, the nails cease to 
grow. In hysterical palsies of one. limb, or 
of both, whether paraplegic or hemiplegic, 
the rate of nail growth is unaltered.—Med. 
Record. 


Cuiorar As A Topica, AppiicaTion IN Ec- 
zEMA.—A correspondent of the Boston Med. 
and Surg. Journal states that during the past 
year he has used in several cases of chronic 
eczema, with much satisfaction to his patients 
and himself, a solution of the hydrate of 
chloral as a topical remedy, in the proportion 
of one or two drachms to a pint of water, 
applied two or three times a day.—Jbid. 


Deatu or Lovis.—The celebrated French 
physician Louis has lately died, at the age 
of eighty-six. 
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EDITORI AL. 


OF THE 
COLLEGES. 


Tue Cuiwaco Merpicat Cotuece opened 
its regular annual course of instruction for 
1872-3. on Tuesday evening, October Ist, 
the amphitheatre of the College. 
was well filled with an audience of students 
and citizens. 

The introductory lecture was given by 
Prof. D. T. Nelson,. who made use of the 
occasion to give a very interesting review of 
the subject of bioplasm, or the nature and 
origin of germinal matter. The term opened 
with a decided increase in the 
students over previous years, and with impor- 
tant additional facilities for 
clinical and didactie. 


OPENING MEDICAL 


The room 


number of 


instruction, both 


MepicaL CoLtLeGe.— This institu- 
tion commenced its annual session on Wed- 
nesday evening, October 2d, in the lecture 
room of the temporary college building on 
Ikth street. The introductory lecture was 
given by Prof. J. A. Allen, 

low the present class compares in numbers 
with former classes we have not learned. 


tUSH 


The Woman’s Hosprra, Mepicat CoLiece 
commenced its session a few days earlier than 
either of the others 

The opening lecture was given by Prof. 
Mary Il. Thompson. The class of ladies in 
attendance is small. This College and Hos- 
pital is now permanently located in the western 
border of the city, at the corner of West 
Adams and Paulina streets, and is worthy of 
the patronage of such ladies as are deter- 
mined to educate themselves for the profes- 
sion of medicine. 
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Ir will be seen that, though the great fire 
lof October 9, 1871, has resulted in changing 
the location of some of our colleges, it has 
neither extinguished nor seriously crippled 
any of them; and Chicago to-day, with its 
numerous and well manned hospitals and dis- 
pensaries, affords as complete and well ar- 
ranged facilities for medical students to acquire 
a thorough knowledge of every department 
of medical science and art, as any city in our 
country. , 








Gleanings trom ‘Our Suchanges. 


A CASE OF HYDROC ‘ELE, WITH CAR- 
TILAGINOUS THICKENING OF THE 
TUNICA VAGINALIS. 


MUNFORD, PRINCETON, 





BY 8S. E. 


Mr. T., age 54, received a kick from a horse 
fifteen years ago, there resulting a slight con- 
tusion of the scrotum and left testicle. Some 
swelling followed, which continued for two 
years and disappeared. Soon, however, the 
scrotum began enlarging again, And in a few 
years there was a tumor of such size and 
weight as LO prove a gpurce of great inconve- ° 
nience. About this time he consulted a sur- 
geon, who told him there was malignant dis- 
ease of the testicle, and that nothing save 
castration would relieve him. The propor- 
tions of the remedy were greater than he felt 
willing to submit to, and as a consequence, 
did nothing for a few years more. The tumor 
in the meanwhile had been growing, and 
when I saw him in February, 1871, it was ev- 
ident from his failing health that definite ac- 
tion in the case could be no longer delayed. 

On the 11th of February, Dr. West, his 
family physician, and myself, visited him, for 
the purpose of determining, if possible, the 
nature of the trouble, and deciding upon a 
plan of treatment. Mr. T. is a man of large 
frame, being six feet two inches high, and 
weighing, when in health, two hundred and 
tw enty-five pounds. 

We found the tumor twelve and one-half 
inches in length, and at the largest part, which 
was a little above the middle, twenty-four 
inches in circumference. ‘The skin over a 
small portion of the anterior and upper sur- ~ 
face was smooth and elastic, elsewhere it wa 
slightly wrinkled. . The general surface of 
the swelling was irregular, being in some 
places distinctly nodular, and to the touch 
gave a sensation of solidity, save over the 
portion having the tense, smooth skin, which 
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gave the slightest sensation of fluctuation. 
A careful examination in a darkened room 
showed no translucency. The penis was en- 
tirely submerged, its investing skin being 
drawn into the scrotum. 

Dr. Patten, of Princeton, saw the case with 
us the following day. An exploring trocar 
was introduced, and this revealing the pres- 
ence of fluid, a large flat trocar and canula 
were pushed into the tumor at its middle and 
anterior surface. Two quarts and eight ounc- 
es of a dark brown fluid were drawn off. In 
passing the trocar, it was discovered that the 
vaginal tunic was cartilaginous and much 
thickened. So great was this thickening, the 
walls could not be sufficiently compressed to 
completely evacuate the fluid, and we were 
satisfied a considerable quantity remained 
after our manipulations. 

The second day from the tapping, the sack 
began filling again, and on the fourth was 
apparently as large as ever. Introduced the 
trocar and canula again, fully expecting to 
find as large a quantity of fluid as on the first 
occasion. It measured, however, but thirty 
ounces, was tolerably clear, and on standing 
afew moments was filled with flakes of lymph. 
This we accepted as evidence of an acute in- 
flammation of the serous lining, and gave him 
for a few days such antiphlogistic treatment 
as we thought necessary to modify the in- 
flammatory action. After a certain reduction 
in size had taken place, and all the febrile 
symptoms had subsided, the tumor became 
stationary. 

Thinking it depended upon fluid, the trocar 
was again introduced, and notwithstanding 
the canula was pushed to its shoulder, not 
one drop of fluid came away. It was appa- 
rent from this that the fluid had been wholly 
absorbed, and that only the dense fascia and 
thickened sack were to be disposed of by a 
process of absorption. The measurements at 
this time were: length, nine inches, circum- 
ference, seventeen and one-half inches. Emol- 
lient applications were made, and the enlarg- 
ed veins of the scrotum opened every morn- 
ing for several days in succession. As soon 
as it was found the tumor was softening, it 
was bound up by means of strips of heavy 
moleskin plaster, so as to compress it equally 
at every point. Happily the absorbents be- 
gan their work again, and in six months from 
the first tapping the cure was in every way 
complete. 

A few points in the case suggested this re- 
port : 

Ist. The quantity of fluid as being much 
beyond the average for this climate, and the 
size of the tumor as being altogether out of 
proportion to its contents. 
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2d. The cure as having followed only pal- 
liative treatment, contrary to what might 


-have been expected in a case of such long 


standing and having such marked structural 
changes. 

3d. The difficulties involved in diagnosis, 
There was a departure in several essential 
ways from ordinary hydrocele. Instead of a 
tumor that was smooth, elastic, oval, or pyri- 
form, fluctuating and transparent, the skin,’ 
with the exception of a small surface, was 
rugous, the tumor to the touch had a sensa- 
tion of solidity, was irregular or nodular, 
fluctuating indistinctly at one part only, and 
perfectly opaque. 

In all cases of long standing in which there 
is thickening of the sack, this difficulty will 
be encountered. The point is to distinguish 
between hydrocele and malignant disease of 
the testicle, and nothing save an exploratory 
puncture by a delicate trocar or grooved nee- 
dle, will decide as between them. Even if 
disease of the testicle exists, the wound of so 
delicate an instrument can dono harm. A 
surgeon, well known in a large section of 
country as having distinguished ability, pro- 
nounced this case encephaloid of the testicle. 
Curling, in his work on Diseases of the Tes- 
tes, relates a case occurring in his practice 
that he was unable to decide, until his patient 
having died of disease of the chest, a post- 
mortem examination revealed an old hydro- 
cele with cartilaginous thickening of the tu- 
nic. He also relates a case, having under- 
gone the same textural changes, occurring 
with Dupuytren. It had all the features of 
scirrhous disease, was unaccompanied with 
any sign indicative of hydrocele, and this dis- 
tinguished surgeon was only able to decide 
after having made an exploring puncture.— 
Trans. Ind, State Med. Soe. 
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Tincrure oF CaLapar Bean.— By R. Ro- 
THER.—Kserine,the alkaloid,is the active prin- 
ciple of calabar bean. The leguminous seed 
contains it closely enveloped within its sub- 
stance, the bulk of which is starch and legu- 
min or vegetable casein. The alkaloid occurs 
in nature partially combined as a salt. Aleo- 
hol, strong.or dilute, extracts the virtue of 
the bean, but water alone effects this less 
completely. When treated with strong alco- 
hol the substance must be in a very fine pow- 
der, and requires a preliminary digestion with 
the menstruum before proceeding with the 
percolation, otherwise the exhaustion will not 
be perfectly attained. The original solid ma- 
terial is impervious to strong alcohol, and 
since the solvent effect of this depends upon 
surface action mainly, hence a coarse powder 





The pulverization 
of calabar bean is rather difficult in a small 
way, on account of its hardness and peculiar 
structure, and, moreover, great care must be 
exercised in the operation to avoid dusting, 
by reason of the poisonous character of the 
drug ; consequently, a process which admits 
the application of a coarse powder together 
with a weaker alcohol, would be much more 
desirable than the method in present use. 

The employment of acetic acid as part of 
the menstruum, results in the conversion of 
the alkaloid into soluble acetate ; but a weak 
alcohol directly applied to a coarse powder 
does not appear to act favorably ; the soluble 
legumin and the unchanged starch interfere 
with the process. 

Water swells the material, dissolving the‘ 
legumin, and if the mixture is allowed to 
stand in a warm place fur a few days it will 
become putrid. If, however, a small quanti- 
ty of acetic acid be first added, the legumin 
will not dissolve, but shortly the vinous fer- 
mentation will begin, resulting in the copious 
evolution of carbonic acid, the disappearance 
of the starch and total disintegration of the 
original structure. By this change the alka- 


loid is exposed and easily and completely ex- 


tracted by the acetic acid. After a few days, 
and rather before the end of the vinous fer- 
mentation, an equal volume of strong alcohol 
is added to the mixture and the maceration 
continued several days. It now becomes ne- 
cessary to separate the liquid from the insol- 
uble residue and complete the exhaustion. 
The process is therefore finished by percola- 
tion. For this purpose it becomes necessary, 
which indeed is a decided advantage in all 
percolations, to produce a solid substratum of 
coarse powder. Such is effected in this case 
by pouring part of the mixture upon a mus- 
lin strainer, separating the liquid by pressure 
and forming a solid layer several inches high 
in the bottom of the percolator with the re- 
sidual remnant on the strainer. Upon this 
foundation the remaining mixture is poured, 
together with the strained liquid, and then 
followed by a mixture composed of equal 
measures of strong alcohol and water until 
the required volume of percolate has passed. 
' The preparation has a deep amber tint. 

_ The tincture should conform in the propor- 
tion of the solid material with most other 
tunctures, and therefore contain two troy 
ounces of the bean to the pint of finished 
product. 


The process is as follows : 
i Calabar Bean, No. 50 powder, 1 
Acetic Acid, i 





aa sufficient. 

Mix the acid with three pints of water ; 
pour this upon the powder and set the mix- 
ture aside for a few days in a warm place. 
Then add to it three pints of strong alcohol 
and macerate it for a few days longer. After 
this pour part of the mixture upon a muslin 
strainer; press the liquid out, and pack the 
residue of the strainer firmly into a cylindri- 
cal glass percolator having a broad base; 
pour on to this foundation the rest of the 
mixture together with the strained liquid, and 
then a mixture of equal parts of strong alco- 
hol and water, until eight pints of percolate 
has passed.— The Pharmacist. 
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A Farau Case or Hysrerta.—lIt is but 
rarely that an opportunity is offered for an 
examination of the post-mortem appearances 
of the organs of persons who have suffered 
from this affection, and we therefore trans- 
cribe the notes of a case published in the 
Brit. Med. Jour. of July 6th. About three 
o’clock p.m. of October 11th, 1870, Dr. R. 
W. Foss, of Stockton-on-Tees, was called to 
see a young lady, aged nineteen, who had 
been having convulsions all day. At the time 
of the visit she was perfectly conscious, throw- 
ing her arms and legs about, laughing and 
crying alternately, in fact, having hysterical 
convulsions. She complained of pain in the 
right side of her head, also of the globus hys- 
tericus rising up from her abdomen to the 
right side of her chest, where it stopped. Her 
chest ‘gave negative physical signs; pulse 
about 80, and small. She stated that she had 
been having leucorrhea with much offensive 
discharge for the last fourteen months, and 
within that time had had these hysterical at- 
tacks. All of this time she had been under 
medical care. Her father stated that all the 
physicians who had seen her had said that she 
was simply suffering from hysteria with leu- 
corrheea, and that in time she would be well 
again. The same opinion was expressed by 
Dr. Foss, who believed that it was a case for 
moral more than for medical treatment. 
Within three hours from Dr. Foss’s visit she 
was dead, and at the desire of her father a 
post-mortem examination was held, with the 
following results : 

The lungs were normal, except some hypo- 
static congestion at their bases, and the pres- 
ence of some frothy mucus in the bronchial 
tubes. The heart was pale and rather flabby, 
the apex of the right ventricle containing a 
small clot; the other cavities were empty. 
The liver seemed rather larger than normal, 
but appeared healthy on section. No disease 
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discov rered i in the iideoys or supra-renal cap- 
sules. The contents of the cranium appear- 
ed perfectly natural. The base of the uterus 
was congested, and its walls were thicker 
than usual. The mucous membrane lining its 
interior was covered with a thick glassy mu- 
cus, like white of egg, which was also exud- 
ing from the os. 
the usual size, and, on seetion, presented a 
honeycombed appearance, consisting of nu- 
-merous little cavities filled with gelatinous 
matter, constituting what is called “ colloid 
tumor of the ovary.” The right ovary was 
the size of a large. walnut, and, on section, 
was seen to consist of one large parent cyst 
containing many smaller ones springing from 
its internal surface. There was nothing here 
to account for so sudden a death, and the 
only hypothesis offered was, considering the 
condition of the heart, that death was caused 
by syncope. 

A nearly similar case is reported to have 
occurred in 1868 at the Royal Infirmary in 
Edinburgh, in the person of a strong, well- 
developed woman, between 20 and 30 years 
of age, in which, on post-mortem examina- 
tion, none of the organs were found to be 
dises ased.— Me d. Reeord. 


DipwtTHeritic ALBUMINURIA.--R. Browning, 


L. R. C. P. L., in the British Medical Jour- | 


nal, says: 
ed while watching two local epidemics of 
diphtheria, I am disposed to consider that al- 
buminuria is present in nearly all cases. 
That its appearance is usually about the end 
of the first week after the diphtheritic mem- 
brane is developed, though sometimes earlier 
more rarely later. 
pearance, there is a notable diminution of the 


quantity of urine, and an increased excretion | 
of urea; whilst lithates generally, tube casts, | 
both granular and waxy frequently, blood | 


corpuscles not seldom, and pus globules occa- 
sionally, are found on examination of what is 
secreted. The urinary specific gravity most- 
ly averages 1016, and the tempe rature of the 
hody i is, as a rule, 100.4 to 102 degrees. 

The gravity of the prognosis increases in | 
an equal ratio with the quantity of albumen 
existing in the urine, independently of the | 
amount of throat, affection or kidney disor- 
ganization, and an early or late discovery of 
albumen is of serious import. ‘The local mis- 
chief attacking the pharynx, larynx, or other 
structures, and paralysis subsequently occur- 
ring, are entirely the result and symptomatic 
of a morbid poison affecting the general sys- 
tem, just as the sore throat of syphilis is the 
sequence of a blood disease previously con- 
tracted. Albuminuria, in any quantity, is 


The left ovary was reergel 


From what I have lately witness- | 


Co- -existently with its ap- | 
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due to obstruction of circulation through the 
kidneys, caused by congestion of the mal- 
pighian ‘tufts, this congestion being produced ° 
by paralysis of the nerves supplied to them; 
but a mere trace only of albumen arises 
either from pus or else blood which has easu- 
ally entered the volume of urine. The indi- 
cation of treatment is to remove this obstrue- 
_ tion by overcoming the paralysis; and this is 
best accomplished by local Faradization. 
Seven cases are reported in detail, two of 
| which terminated fatally. In these two no Far- 
adization was employed. The other five, which 
were all of a very serious nature, recovered 
after F:iradization was resorted to. All were 
marked by unmistakable evidence of blood 
poisoning ‘and albuminuria, with more or less 
suppression of urine. The treatment of all 
was conducted on the same principles, plus 
or minus the induction coil; the object aim- 
ed at being at first, during the premonitory 
symptoms, to regulate the secretions, and 
then to support the strength of the system in 
every possible way.’ My sheet anchor was 
the tincture of perchloride of iron, sometimes 
combined with glycerine, sometimes with 
chlorate of potash, and sometimes given per se, 
Stimulants and nourishment in every variety 
were supplied with no sparing hand. The cus- 
tomary topical medication was of course at- 
tended to. In some inktances, the ordinary 
conductors fitted to most galvanized batter- 
ies; in others “ Etna’s” were employed. Far- 
adism was thus employed over the lumbar 
regions along the lower part of the spine, and 
as nearly as possible in the direction of the 
ureters.— Detroit Review. 

Cases oF DousLE Ovanioromy.—Prof. T. 
Gaillard Thomas, M. D., New York (Ameri- 
can Practitioner, July, 1872), reports three 
successful cases of double ovariotomy, which 
;| were performed in the Strangers’ Hospital of 








| this city, after an experience ‘of twenty-seven 
| operations of ov ariotomy —fourteen of which 
have already appeared in-print. The remain- 
| ing appa nm are being prepared for publica- 
| tio 

aaa E oF Urine ix CuiLpREn. — 

| Holmes Coote recommends for this intracta- 
ble affection the administration of creasote in 
one-minim doses, three times daily, combined _ 
with asafeetida and rhubarb pill, of each two 
grains. 

Tracnkotomy.—Dr. P. Landi reports a sue- 
cessful case of tracheotomy for the extraction 
of a first molar tooth, lodged for twenty-four 
hours in the left bronchus of a child seven 
years of age; the tooth having escaped from 
the forceps at the moment of extraction.— 
Med. Record. 








J. W. Collins, in the American Practitioner, 
says of veratrum viride, that he esteems it 
the promptest as well as the most reliable of 
all our means for controlling both active and 
passive hemorrhage. A case of hemoptysis 
which had resisted all the usual remedies, 
yielded almost at once to five drops of Nor- 
wood’s tincture given every hour for six 
hours. A case of aneurism of the subclavian 
artery, involving all the second portion, and 
probably the first also, was so much benefit- 
ed by this remedy that at the end of ten days 
the patient considered himself cured, and im- 
pradently quit visiting the doctor. -At the 
end of two weeks he returned with most of 
the symptoms as well marked as at first. He 
was put upon the same treatment, five drops, 
increasing one drop every three hours, until 
the full sedative effect was produced. 
was continued for fifteen days, the last six 
days merely to make sure of a cure, for the 
tumor, with all the attending symptoms, had 
disappeared, the radial pulse had become 
normal, and the natural temperature of the 
extremity restored. At the end of twelve 
months when seen again, he was perfectly 
well. In epistaxis veratrum was uniformly 
successful, so also in menorrhagia. It arrest- 
ed hemorrhage in two cases of carcinoma; 
saved the life of a patient where secondary 
hemorrhage took place after amputation of 
the cervix uteri; arrested secondary hemor- 
rhage following amputation of the thigh.— 
Detroit Review. 


Eriruetioma Curep ny Creasore,—Dr. 
Forne reports, in- the Montpellier Medical, a 
case of epithelioma of the upper lip of about 
four centimeters in diameter, cured by the 
topical application of creasote. The treat- 
ment was commenced by dipping a brush in 
pure creasote, and having removed any that 
might drop, the whole surface of the ulcer 
was lightly but firmly touched with the 
brush, a certain degree of pressure being 
used, and the brush retained on the same 
point a few seconds, so as to insure a thor- 
ough application. A piece of lint moistened 
ina gummy solution of creasote was then 
laid upon the ulcer. The application caused 
but slight pain. Three days subsequently it 
was found that the ulcer had not increased. 
The application was repeated in the same 
manner, and five times afterwards, at about 
the same interval. Cicatrization then com- 
menced, and proceeded rapidly, being favor- 
ed by a dressing of thin paper moistened with 
4 solution of creasote. Frutire recovery took 
place about six weeks after the treatment was 
commenced.— Med. and Surgical Reporter, 
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W. E. C. Nourse, of Brighton, reports in the 
British Medical Journal, that he has treated 
nearly five hundred cases of ulcerated legs 
during the last thirteen years, and that the 
results of his treatment have been neither 
unsatisfactory nor disheartening, having met 
with only ten or fifteen failures out of the 
whole number. The plan of treatment has 
been the application of uniform pressure, 
with strappings, bandages, etc.; the sparing 
use of stimulating ointments or lotions to the 
ulcers, and of internal medicines, and the 
unsparing use of pains and trouble to do the 
work properly; the non-disturbance of the 
healing process by frequent dressings, the 
wounds being uncovered only once, or at 


/most twice a week; the recognition of a low 


vitality as a common cause in most of these 


This | cases, involving more or less destruction of 


tissues, and the consequent avoidance of mer- 
cury, strong or frequent cathartics, and all 
forms of depressing medicines, and the allow- 
ing to the patient his ordinary diet and mode 


of living, cutting off only whatever seemed 


\@ recent monograph 
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excessive or positively injurious, and the re- 
moval from the limb of all ligatures or any- 
thing likely to obstruct the circulation, also 
of irritant or injurious applications.— Medical 
Times. 

A DtaGnosric SigN or Exrra Capsular 
Fracture oF tHE NeEcK oF THE FeMuR.—In 
upon the subject, M. 
at the foliowing con- 
clusions: 

1. Increase in the size of the great tro- 
chanter is an accurate and constant sign of 
extra capsular fracture of the neck of the 
femur. 

2. The presence of this sign once ascer- 
tained enables the surgeon to dispense with 
all those manipulations, often dangerous, 
always painful, which are necessary to deter- 
mine crepitation or abnormal mobility. 

3. The study of the sign alluded to per- 
mits accuracy of diagnosis, without render- 
ing the prognosis more grave, or without 
compromising a ease.— Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


Sat AmMontac in Dropsy—Spencer Thom- 
son, M.D., Ashton, Torquay, finds the hydro- 
chlorate of ammonia one of the most efficient 
of remedies in cases of portal dropsy, pre- 
scribed in scruple or half-drachm doses, 
given tolerably diluted, every six or eight 
hours. The recent accounts of the success 
attending the employment of this remedy in 
hepatic affections in India, he hopes will lead 
to,its more extensive use in England.— The 
Clinic. 
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A Move or Operatine ror Rapicat Cure 
oF VaricoceLe. — Dr. H. B. Davison, San 
Francisco (Pacific Med. and Surg. Journal), 
has adopted a new mode of operating for the 
radical cure of varicocele, for which he claims 
three great advantages over any other means: 

First, by perforating only one wall of the 
scrotum, less pain, less inflammation, and less 
risk of adhesion of the wounded sac and 
spermatic cord. 

Second, by placing the patient in a recum- 
bent posture when the operation is being per- 
formed, so that no blood may be enclosed in 
that portion of the vein cut off from the cir- 
culation, the resultant inflammation will be 
much less and the testicle will not swell so 
much, and absorption will be accomplished in 
much less time. 

Third, by removing the ligature before it 
cuts through the vein, the risk of phlebitis is 
lessened, and the patient is enabled to resume 
his ordinary duties much sooner. 

Those who have been operated on have no 
return of the disease, and it would: yequire a 
very close examination of the pérts to dis- 
cover that any operation had beqp perform- 
ed. In one case the patient had been wear- 
ing a suspensory bandage for over twenty 
years,and the left testicle was much atrophied. 
it is now about sixteen months since the ope- 
ration, and the testicle has regained its nor- 
mal size, and the patient has a corresponding 
increase of sexual power.—Jbid. 


THe Puitaperputa Times. —The third 
year of this standard journal inaugurates a 
change in its issue which will be received 
with pleasure by its subscribers. It ceases 
to be a bi-monthly, and becomes a weekly. 

By this change they will be enabled to 
give their readers a constantly fresh reswme 
of the current news of the profession. To 
meet the increased expense involved, the 
price is raised to $5.00. Saturday is the 
weekly publication day.— The Clinic. 


OPERATION FOR INTERNAL STRANGULATED 
Hernia.—Prof. G. Mareacci, of Florence, 
performed gastrotomy in October last, on a 
young man for the relief of a hernia caused 
by excessive vomiting. The protrusion oc- 
curred in the right iliac region, about three 
inches above the crural arch, and eight or 
ten inches from the pubes. Ten days follow- 
ing the operation the patient was able to walk, 
and was discharged cured at the end of a 
month.—Lo Spervmentale.—Med. Record. 


Smatt-Pox 1s Vienna.— The epidemic 
continues to spread. The number of patients 
averages 400; the daily mortality 12, among 
whom many are adults,— Wien, Med, Presse. 
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rAL.—The following are the conclusions of a 
series of articles lately running through the 
Paris press, with detailed experiments, ete., 
on the action of chloral by intra-venous in- 
jection: By M. Ore, Surgeon to the hospital 
St. Andre. 

1. The injection of chloral into the veins 
is attended by effects much more rapid and 
always more durable than is obtained by in- 
troduction of this agent into the digestive 
passages. 

2. Chloral injected into the veins in com- 
bat of the tetanic phenomenon caused by 
strychnia, neutralizes the action of this alka- 
loid to that degree as to render it nil. 

3. I am justified, then, in considering 
chloral as the antidote to strychnia. 

4. As the last experiments mentioned 
prove that chloral injected into the veins 
checks the so rapidly fatal effects of strych- 
nia when intraduced directly into the veins 
or administered hypodermically, it is proba- 
ble that chloral is a remedy of curative effi- 
sacy in the treatment of tetanus. 

5. I do not hesitate to think that the em- 
ployment of this agent, according to our 
method, will give the same results in the 
treatment of convulsive affections, even of 
hydrophobia. I have already commenced, to 
settle this point, some experiments which I 
will communicate to the society at a later 
date. 

6. This method of medicated injections 
into the veins is absolutely innocuous.— Gaz. 
des Hop., Sept. 7, 72. 


An O1ntmMENT ror Neunrareia.—Dr. J. 
Knox Hodge recommends the folléwing as 
an application which will relieve facial or 
any other neuralgia almost instantaneously. 
He advises his friends to “send around to 
the druggist’s and try a bottle.” 

k—Albumen of egg, ~ 3 


Rhigolene, 


V. 


j 
1 


Oil of peppermint, ij. Ww 


Collodion, 
Chloroform, aa 3 j.—M. 

Agitate occasionally for 24 hours, and by 
gelatinizafion a beautiful semi - solidified 
opodeldoc-fooking compound results, which 
will retain its consistency and hold the ingre- 
dients intimately blended for months. : 

In the above we find a local agent of sig- 
nal potency in all neuralgic affections, and 
for the relief of pain generally. 

Apply by smart friction with the hand, or 
gently with a soft brush or mop along the 
course of the nerve involved.— Georgia Com- 
panion, Aug., °72. 
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Excision oF THE Lerr Scaruta. — Samuel 
Logan, M. D., New Orleans, La. (Richmond 
and Louisville Med. Journal, August, 1872), 
publishes a case of excision of the left scapu- 
la subsequently to resection of the head of 
the humerus of the same side. He is agree- 
ably surprised at the degree of usefulness of 
the extremity after such an extensive removal 
of bone. The patient, male, aged 33 years, 
during convalescence from small-pox received 
severe blows on his shoulders, and shortly 
after began to'suffer pain in the left scapulo- 
humeral joint, followed by caries of the head 
of the humerus and body of the scapula. 

Three months after the operation the wound 
had almost entirely healed, with the following 
use of the limb: He could lift readily any 
moderately heavy article; could pull perpen- 
dicularly (lifting) 26 pounds, horizontally, 
264 pounds ; by simply flexing the forearm 
(and not lifting with the body) he could raise 
14 pounds ; could place his hand on cither 
ear or shoulder, but not on back of the neck, 
and pass his hand over the whole of his fore- 
head-and face ; he could not carry his hand 
behind his back, but could readily bring it so 
as to sweep over the whole chest and face. 
The cavity left by the operation was filled 
almost to the level of the surrounding parts 
with a somewhat hard mass of new deposit. 


A Froatinc Hosprrat ror Cursr’ Dis- 
EASES.—To our numerous land hospitals low 
down on the sea coast and high up in the 
mountains, is to be added now a new institu- 
tion with very many advantages, but with 
the single disadvantage of being only for the 
benefit of the rich. Dr. V. Wallendorf estab- 
lishes a hospital for chest diseases this winter 
on a screw propeller, which is to journey out 
late in the fall from Cuxhaven beyond Gib-} 
raltar and along the coast to Malta, if the 
weather is fair, and to return again in the be- 
ginning of April. The vessel is to be spee- 
ially prepared for its purpose, is to havé a 
competent physician on board, and the pa- 

tients are to be allowed to make land sorties 
as long as possible in several stations of mild 
climate.— Wien. Med. Presse, Sept. 1, °72. 


SINGULAR Case or HEMORRHAGE FROM THE 
Bowers. — A rare and important case is 
reported in the Brdletin de Therapeutique, 
June 30, which throws light on some hitherto 
inexplicable cases of sudden death from 
intestinal hemorrhage. A man, 74 years of 
age, had enjoyed good health, except a ten- 
dency to constipation. One night he was 
taken with intestinal hemorrhage, and died 
Ina few hqurs. Only twice, and that about 
a month before, had he had slight attacks of 
4 similar character. 


A careful autopsy disclosed the only lesion 
to be erectile tumor, the size of an almond, in 
the mucous. coat of the duodenum. It was 
composed merely of an enlargement of the 
capillary vessels of the part, or so-called 
angioma. A slight ulceration at its edge had 
given rise to the hemorrhage which destroyed 
life-— Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Incrowine Tor-Nait.— Dr. Finch writes 
to the British Medical Journal :— : 

Neither of the cutting operations is at all 
necessary for the complete and rapid cure of 
ingrowing toe-nail. If a small, thin, flat 
piece of silver plate be bent at one edge into 
a slight, deep groove, and, after the toe has 
been poulticed twenty-four hours, slipped 
beneath the edge of the nail, so as to protect 
the flesh from its pressure, and the rest of the 
plate bent round the side and front of the toe, 
being kept in position with a small portion of 
resin plaster passed round the toe, a speedy 
and almost painless cure will take place; and 
the patient, after the first day, has the ad- 
(litiona] advantage of being able to walk. I 
have folfewed this method in numerous cases 
with — success.— bid. 


Vaccrnation A Proor AGainst SMALL- 
Pox.—James F. Weeds, Surgeon U. 8. Army, 
in a valuable paper on “ Vaccination,” etc., 
firmly believes, with a majority of the pro- 
fession, that vaccination and re-vaccination 
properly performed, renders complete protec- 
tion against small-pox, and that wherever the 
disease exists, it is in consequence of this op- 
eration having been insufficiently and improp- 
erly performed. Epidemics of small-pox find 
their victims among the unvaccinated, and 
the imperfectly and insufficiently vaccinated. 
HW ipe out these classes, and at the same time 
epidemic small-pox will be wiped out. The 
fault is not in the defective power of vacci- 
nation, but in the imperfect and incomplete 
manner in which it is used. —TZhe Medical 
Record. 


Museie as A Constirurnt oF NERVE- 
sux. — Tigri has shown the presence P 
cular fibers among the nerve-fibers e 


cerebro-spinal nerves, and the ganglia of the 
sympathetic. When an irritation is applied, 
contra¢tion is caused, and the liquid contents 
of the nerve-fibers are caused to vibrate, and 
the motion is conveyed thus centripetally 
or centrifugally. In reference to these ana- 
tomieal and physiological peculiarities, he 
calls the ganglia of the sympathettcus mag- 
nus, as well as the large ganglia of the 
brain, “nerve hearts.” He considers that the 
so-called Remak’s nerve-fibers are muscular 
fibers. —N. Y. Med, Jour, 
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Williams, in speaking of pneumonia, says: 
“My experience has taught me to put great 
faith in large blisters, both in asthenic pneu- 
monia and bronchitis, and I am confident 
that I have seen many lives saved by their 
means. Instead of being lowering, they give 
a salutary excitement to the circulation, and 
the copious serous discharge which proceeds 
from the skin tends to relieve the congested 
lung without wasting the red blood, that is 
so necessary to sustain the functions. Small 
blisters tease as much as large ones, and are 
far inferior in the relief they afford.— A meri- 
can Practitioner. 

Errecr or Eruer on Urertnr Conrrac- 
Tions.—At a late meeting of the Obstetrical 
Society of Boston, Dr. Abbott (Boston Med. 
and Surg. Journal, August 15, 1872,) men- 
tioned a case of labor, in which uterine con- 
tractions ceased after the full use of ether ; 
although it has been said that anesthetics in 
labor never interfere with the expulsive action 
of the uterus.— /bid. 


Book Reviews. 


The Science and Practice of Medicine, by 
William Aitken, M.D. Third American, 
from the Sixth London Edition. With ad- 
ditions by Meredith Clymer, M.D. Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 

The new edition of this favorite standard 
work on the Practice of Medicine comes to 
us in an enlarged as well as thoroughly re- 
vised form. The new material added in the 
present edition is equivalent in bulk to a third 
volume added to the last. edition, yet the size 
of the work has not been materially increas- 
ed ; a reduction in the size of the type ena- 
bling a larger amount of matter to be con- 
densed into the same space. 

As the author states in the preface, he has 
endeavored to embody an ‘account of all the 
more recent advances in the Science and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, which during the past four- 
teen years have been unusually numerous and 
important. Many chapters have been to a 
great extent rewritten and remodelled, and 
many new topics have been added. 

The subjects composing Part I have been 
greatly expanded by “ topics relative to path- 
ology and morbid anatomy.” Numerous ad- 


ditions have also been made where topics of 





fore ; while the sections on the Prevention 
and Treatment of Diseases have been more 
fully considered and expressed. The work 
has been to a great extent, indeed, rewritten; 
and descriptions of many diseases altogether 
omitted in former editions, are now intro- 
duced. 

In this new edition the author has endeay- 
ored to adhere closely to the new nomencla- 
ture of the College of Physicians, and which 


has been adopted by the government authori- 


ties of Great Britain. 

A Treatise on Diseases of the 
Thos. M. Markoe, M.D., ete. 
D. Appleton & Co. 

This is a volume of 413 pages, profusely 
illustrated with wood cuts, ete. The work 
contains the substance of the lectures deliv- 
tred by the author during the past twelve 
years at the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geohs, New York. The table 
comprises the following topics: Part I, Dis- 
eases of Bone; Hypertrophy and Atrophy; 
Inflammation of Bone; Suppuration in Bone; 
Chronic Sinnous Abscess of Bone ; Diffuse 
Suppuration; Osteo Myelitis; Rickets; Molli- 
tiesOssium; FragilitiesOsseum ; Caries; Necro- 
sis. Part II, Tumors of Bones; Cartilaginous, 
Osseous, Fibrous, and Fibroid Tumors; Mye- 
loid and Pulsating Tumors of Bone; Tumors 
of the Jaws. Part III, Malignant Diseases of 
Bone; Scirrhous or Hard Cancer; Medullary 
or Soft Cancer; Epithelial, Melanoid, Colloid, 
and Ostoid Cancers; Treatment of Malignant 
Disease of Bone. 

The well-known reputation of the author, 


Bones. By 


New Yor 


of contents 


and particularly the large amount of time and 
attention which heshas devoted to the devel- 


opment of this special department, is an abun- 

dant guarantee of the great value and impor- 

tance of this new treatise. © 

Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical 
Society, 1872. Minneapolis: Johnson & 
Smith, Publishers. 

Transactions of the Indiana’State Medical So- 
ciety, Twenty-second Annual Session, 1872. 
A pamphlet of 176 pages containing a va 

riety of interesting and valuable reports. 
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